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WORKSHEET FOR THE GROUPS: ON FORMATION

1. What are the orientations of the RFF, RS and OF for formation to evangelisation and to a specifically missionary vocation? 

In the RFF evangelisation is specifically spoken about in two parts only: art. 26-29 and art. 84-91, while only a reference made to it in other parts. A close and deep link between the two dimensions is lacking. The main points are: 
· It is necessary to allow oneself be evangelised before evangelising (e.g., art. 111). 

· Discrete attention to a formation referring to the social situation of the respective countries and to questions and situations of present-day man for an incarnated announcement is found.  

· In the description of the stages of formation, it is, above all, in that of Post-Novitiate that a more organic stress is placed on the link between formation and evangelisation (art. 204-216). Perhaps it is in this section that the link we are seeking is made more intrinsic.

· Theological and professional formation is oriented towards a suitable announcement of the mission in the service of the Church and of the world (art. 112).

In the RS, study and cultural activity are seen as oriented towards being well prepared to go out to and have dialogue with the contemporary world and cultures (cf. art. 14 and 17). Three articles deal specifically with evangelisation. Let us look at them together:
28. 
The Friars Minor form an evangelising Fraternity. Study, joined to sanctity of life, is “a fundamental requirement of evangelisation”, since it contributes to the building of the Kingdom of God, forms in order to evangelise cultures, and makes one sensitive to the promotion of justice and the defence of human rights. 
29. 
Let the Friars Minor be conscious that disaffection with studies – due to, among many causes, a strong anti-rationalist current of certain cultural circles, even religious – can have severe consequences for the adequate fulfilment of their evangelising mission. Therefore, in fidelity to the tradition of our Order, let them take up study with renewed love and place it at the service of the Gospel and the new evangelisation.

30.
Let the Friars who, through divine inspiration, feel called to the missions ad gentes, commit themselves to deepening their knowledge: 

a. of the nature of the mission according to the vision of the Church and the Order;
b.  of the local culture;
c. of the other religious groups present in the lands of mission. 

The Document “You have called to freedom” – Ongoing Formation in the OFM - faces up to the link between formation and evangelisation in a more direct manner (as well as JPIC and Dialogue) thanks to the work of the II Congress of Moderators of Ongoing Formation, held in Assisi in 2007. Chapter IV of the II Part is dedicated to evangelisation, read in the perspective of the Fraternity:

“The franciscan fraternity, a gift of the Spirit, was born of listening to the Gospel as a school of evangelisation, in which the Friars are called to become disciples of the Word. In fact, “this fraternal fellowship, based on prayer and penance, is the first and foremost witness to the Gospel”
. Their most efficient evangelisation consists of living as Friars Minor, allowing themselves to be continually shaped by the “fragrant words” of the Lord and being disposed to the action of His Spirit, rich in His joy
. The Friars Minor recognise “when it should please the Lord”, the times and the ways for an explicit announcement of the Gospel, “knowing that no one can evangelise who has not first accepted evangelisation”
. The mission is lived to the full in the measure in which the Friars acquire a spirituality of communion
, learn above all the art of thinking, planning and working together in the service of evangelisation
 and in living communion with the ecclesiastical community in its different expressions” (no. 21).
At the centre of the discourse there is a “sympathetic” look at the world and humanity and the conviction that “The mission is not just an “external” dimension of our life” (no. 20). It is essential, in formation, to communicate the decisive overcoming of the idea of an ad intra and ad extra mission, typical of Christianity, in favour of a mature vision of evangelisation which coincides with the very being of the Church (cf. Paul VI in Evangelii Nuntiandi) and, therefore, of our fraternity. We recognise ourselves as a Church which listens to the word and celebrates it in the holy mysteries. The newness of the Gospel is embodied, through these, in the everyday life of people who love and suffer, act and create, think and work. This newness embodied in the life and culture of people becomes a story and testimony so that many may, in their turn, find this word of hope which generates a new humanity.  
· How can we form to evangelisation and mission during the various stages of formation, keeping in mind that we are an evangelising fraternity in the process of a renewal of our way of evangelising today? 
We are becoming evermore aware that there is a profound unity between Ongoing and Initial Formation. We recognise that the course of formation is one and regards all the Friars, from the beginning of their journey in the Order to the final stage of life. I, therefore, offer to follow some points of reflection and proposal for the entire range of formation in which it is important to allow oneself to be generated and fed again by hope at the death and resurrection of the Lord in order to become capable of interpreting and realising the expectations and hopes of present-day men and women and of putting them in contact with the source of hope, the Risen Jesus. This, I think, is the heart of evangelisation for a time such as ours, so marked by the primacy of the anthropological dimension.  
Some pointers for integrating evangelisation and formation: 
· We are called to combine the gift of which each Friar is a bearer, through his unique individuality, with the one mission entrusted to the fraternity: “On the one hand, the mission of the Order is always charismatic, plural and diverse, arising as it does from the gifts of each Friar… This diversity requires us to understand, assume and practise the principles of enculturation and inter-culturality. On the other hand, our mission is also uniform, in the sense that it is joined to the paradigm of Christ who made Himself poor for us and to His radical option for the poor and excluded
. By what means can we evangelise and form in this kind of unity and diversity?
· “Our fundamental option today is that of living the Gospel as minors among minors. But we must be aware that we are living in an era of change with new paradigms and categories which require us to review our mission seriously and to dare to try unknown paths of presence and witness. We have become aware of the need to focus our mission once again and to decide upon changes that might help us to abandon some of our social and ecclesiastical situations so that we may more firmly embrace the liminality of religious life and live on the margins as the essence of our franciscan identity. Whether in society or in the Church, we are called to be minors”
. The encounter with the poor and crucified Christ and with “his representatives, the poor and crucified of this earth”
. Is the re-foundation of our life and evangelisation possible if we do not really start out from the great “yes” of faith spoken from the point of view of the poor, who are our teachers? How can evangelisation and formation come together on this level? Are the structures of formation and evangelisation not called on to change profoundly?
· Studying deeply the relationship cleric-lay in evangelisation, reminds us of that of the Church-world. It is not enough to collaborate if we have not been formed in a correct ecclesiology. The quality of our evangelising activity and formation depends on this relationship. Are we aware of the urgency to mature in this relationship and to form for it? How?
· The Extraordinary General Chapter 2006 spoke strongly of “setting out from life”: our way of carrying out evangelisation is placed on the path of present-day men and women in order to encourage, beginning with ourselves, a “wonderful exchange” between the practical aspects of the life of present-day men and women and the leaven of the Gospel of Jesus. It is a question, in the logic of the incarnation, of encouraging a vital coming together of human existence and the wisdom of God. The Friars and our fraternities are called to find contact once again with the concrete life of people for an evangelisation which starts out from life and fills it with meaning. Formation is called to close the gap between life and people, to initiate new courses of evangelisation. Some proposals. 
· Our testimony and evangelisation as Friars Minor is questioned by this link between life and the Gospel, especially in view of the “silent announcement of the Kingdom of God” through our fraternal life. The purpose is never a new proselytism to attract people to us or a preoccupation with finding lay people to fill out our files and groups, or for the task of substitution. Promoting the quality of people’s life, in order to prepare them for meeting with the newness of the Gospel, is at its heart. The gratuitousness of our evangelical witness in listening to and respecting all is one name for our minority. What are the ways of forming in and for minority as a way for a renewed franciscan evangelisation? 
· Franciscan formation is integral, is carried out in the real world and is inculturated, as our Ratio clearly states
: This reminder makes us aware of the indispensable need, in the present change of era, to be trained in the reading and interpretation of the signs of the times. It is, therefore, necessary to be educated to not claiming to have a ready answer in our pocket, or to not getting lost in tearful lamentations in the face of the increasing complexity of reality. It is necessary to form, on the contrary, to understand, to penetrate the phenomena, to listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Church and to our fraternities.  
· It is a question of manifesting an incarnated and, at the same time, eschatological faith capable of  showing the other face of the Gospel which has not yet been realised at the present moment. The religious life is a prophetic memorial of God’s dream for humanity: “to build a house” among the men and women of today. A Fraternity-in-mission, then, does not claim to say and do everything, or wish to “conquer” spaces and transmit absolute certainty. Rather does it seek to accompany the search and desire for truth and the good of many people today. Our formation is called to train in this kind of attitude. 
· It is a question of studying deeply the link between the charismatic dimension of our proposal of evangelical life and the ordinary pastoral dimension oriented in a missionary sense, and that of culture. Formation accompanies the maturation of the response of the charism through (and not alongside) missionary evangelisation, through an openness to culture, which allows us to have an encounter, exchange and dialogue with present-day men and women. The place of studies and of cultural activity in this area is obvious and is evermore necessary.  
I hope I have offered some points for reflection, and deep study, together on a link which we feel is evermore urgent and fruitful for the completeness of our proposal of evangelical life and mission at a time that is rich in challenges and unknown opportunities for the sowing of the Gospel. 
Br. Massimo Fusarelli, ofm
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